
102 Jacoby Dr SW, Epworth, IA 52045  |  (563) 876-3353  |   info@dwci.edu

A Bulletin for the Divine Word College Community    |    Vol. 45  No. 3 - January 28, 2025

HOLY BEGINNINGS: INAUGURATIONS AND 
GOD’S WORD
Everything is new again here at DWC. Our new semester is well 
underway; this past weekend we celebrated Lunar New Year; and last 
�Z�H�H�N�����D���Q�H�Z���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R�R�N���Rv�F�H���L�Q���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���'�&��

The readings for Mass last Sunday seemed custom-made for a season of 
new beginnings. The reading from the Prophet Nehemiah tells of new 
beginnings for Jerusalem (ca. 428 BCE) after many years of oppression 
and chaos. The reading from the Gospel of Luke gave us the introduction 
to Luke’s writings, and then recounted Jesus’ “inaugural” sermon in his 
hometown of Nazareth (ca. 30 CE). 

In the USA, the custom is for a president to give what is called an 
inaugural address at the beginning of his term of service. Its purpose is to 
set the tone and give an idea of what is to come. The inauguration of the 
President Trump’s second term reminded me of something that happened 
in 1993 during the inaugural ceremonies for Bill Clinton. 

Usually when a President takes his oath 
�R�I���Rv�F�H�����D���I�D�P�L�O�\���%�L�E�O�H���L�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���D�V���D��
kind of testimony to the truthful swearing 
to uphold the constitution and laws of the 
country. In this case, President Clinton’s 
wife, Hilary Clinton (later Secretary of 
State and presidential candidate) presented 
the family bible, which was “decorated” 
with a ribbon. When Bill and Hilary 
tried to open the Bible, it got stuck on 
the ribbon. As the President and his wife 
struggled to untangle the Bible, people 
kind of chuckled. Not surprising, there 
was some joking about it later in the day.
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A JOURNEY OF FRIENDSHIP: ST. ARNOLD AND ST. JOSEF
The relationship between St. Arnold Janssen SVD and St. Josef Freinademetz SVD, was not instantly close. When 
�6�W�����-�R�V�H�I���¿�U�V�W���P�H�W���W�K�H���)�R�X�Q�G�H�U�����-�R�V�H�I���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�V���T�X�L�W�H���G�L�V�D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G�����)�U�����)�U�L�W�]���%�R�U�Q�H�P�D�Q�Q���6�9�'���Z�U�L�W�H�V���L�Q���K�L�V��
biography of St. Josef:

“For Freinademetz, the founder of Steyl was a shattering disappointment... 
On the one side, Freinademetz, by nature friendly and gracious; on the other, 
Janssen, the mathematician, aloof and business-like. Great enthusiasm for the 
missions! Indeed. Leave soon for the missions? Yes, of course. But as always 
on such occasions, Janssen was careful not to show that he was especially 
�L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�����2�U���Z�D�V���L�W���V�L�P�S�O�\���D���P�D�W�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���G�Lu�H�U�H�Q�F�H��
between North Germany and South Tyrol, between the Germans and the 
�5�R�P�D�Q�L�F�V�"���7�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H�����L�W���L�V���W�U�X�H�����P�H�Q���R�I���W�R�W�D�O�O�\���G�Lu�H�U�H�Q�W���W�H�P�S�H�U�D�P�H�Q�W�V�����E�X�W��������
(their) faith inspired them to work for the kingdom of God....”

The extended correspondence between the Founder in Europe, and Fr. Freinademetz in China deals mostly with 
matters of administration and guidance of the confreres. However, the solid respect for one another and their 
blossoming friendship is also unmistakable.

In September 1907, after 28 years in China, Fr. Josef sent Fr. Arnold a heartfelt letter of congratulations in 
anticipation of the Founders 70th birthday:

“Most Venerated Spiritual Father, our family celebration, on November 5th 
of this year, (will be) a true feast of joy for you and all your children scattered 
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Applications for Rank Promotion Due
February 3rd is the deadline for any faculty to apply for promotion in their academic rank. Application 
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���F�D�Q���E�H���I�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���'�:�&���3�R�O�L�F�\���+�D�Q�G�E�R�R�N�����$�O�O���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�R�U�V���H�Q�W�H�U���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���U�D�Q�N���Z�L�W�K�L�Q��
the faculty based on their experience and academic degree. Teachers in higher education dedicate themselves 
to teaching, scholarship/professional development, and service. As a faculty member grows in these areas, they 
show a dedication to their vocation and to our institution. For this reason, DWC dedicates itself to the growth 
of the faculty through a generous professional development grant available for each full-time faculty member 
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What is the di�erence between summative and formative assessment?
Summative assessment is a process of assessment that measures the student’s/students’ overall learning 
experience (skills, comprehension, knowledge, etc.) at the end of a course, intervention, or program. This type of 
assessment is useful for curricular improvements.

Formative assessment is a process of assessment that measures the student’s/students’ comprehension or ability 
to perform a task throughout a course, intervention, or program in order to gain an understanding of how a student 
or group is doing while they are presently taking part in an educational lesson or method of instruction. This type 
of assessment is also useful for course or curricular improvements.

The Core of Accreditation: HLC Criterion 3
Of all the HLC criteria, number 3 is perhaps the most important. Basically, it asks DWC to provide evidence that 
we teach what we say, we measure how successful we are, and we make changes to continually improve. This 
means we, as members of HLC, commit to learning about ourselves, being critical thinkers, making sure our 
�W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���L�V���U�H�À�H�F�W�L�Y�H���R�I���R�X�U���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���R�X�W�F�R�P�H�V�����7�K�H���I�D�F�X�O�W�\���K�D�Y�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���D���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���R�I���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W��
which helps us grow as individuals and as a community. So, what are some things we’ve learned as part of our 
gathering evidence for the upcoming DWC Compliance Report?

• DWC students score consistently on assessment rubrics used at other US colleges and universities with their 
American counterparts. Some may expect a mostly international student body to struggle with the cultural 
barriers presented by some rubrics, but DWC students are resilient in overcoming those barriers. This is due 
�W�R���R�X�U���X�Q�L�T�X�H���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����,�Q���S�D�U�W�����L�W�¶�V���W�K�H���R�X�W�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���,�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
support of its faculty and community conversation partners. It’s due to the high standards of all our faculty 
�D�Q�G���W�R���W�K�H���D�P�D�]�L�Q�J���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���V�W�Du���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���W�R���R�X�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����$�Q�G�����L�W�¶�V���G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
of our students as missionary disciples.

• DWC faculty are perhaps some of the most hard-working faculty in higher education today. As a small 
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����P�D�Q�\���'�:�&���I�D�F�X�O�W�\���K�D�Y�H���P�R�U�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���Z�R�U�N���W�K�D�Q���W�K�H���D�Y�H�U�D�J�H���F�R�O�O�H�J�H���W�H�D�F�K�H�U����
including in the IELI. Between the undergraduate program and the IELI, DWC is accredited by two separate 
bodies, and with less than 30 faculty members, everyone is asked to do a bit. Despite this, DWC faculty 
continue to push themselves and the mission of the college to meet the college’s goals. And, most are still 
smiling by the end of the day.





7

VICE PRESIDENT FOR OPERATIONS 
Steve Winger 

https://youtu.be/pDDwZgepQeE?si=VgOcAGZGY9oT0Doe
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https://youtu.be/1zYzGimr0so?si=-3jpql-qr78wdftR
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It’s Time for Hockey! 
Tickets are still available for the Divine Word College 
�1�L�J�K�W���Z�L�W�K���'�X�E�X�T�X�H���)�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���6�D�L�Q�W�V���+�R�F�N�H�\��

�)�D�F�X�O�W�\���D�Q�G���V�W�Du���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D���G�L�V�F�R�X�Q�W�H�G���U�D�W�H���R�Q���W�L�F�N�H�W�V����
Click here to buy online: 
�Z�Z�Z���G�X�E�X�T�X�H�¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J�V�D�L�Q�W�V���F�R�P

• Click on “Tickets,” then “Single Game”

• Choose January 31 vs Fargo

• Apply promo code, “Divine13” and click “Apply”

• Select, “Find Tickets,” then select your seat and 
click “Purchase”

Hope to see you there! 

Immigration Webinar

http://www.dubuquefightingsaints.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kixSqCsRSK6tqQ6kXZhCjA?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=18473f5e-58b7-402f-8214-d323def432bf#/registration
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New Books
Almost 200 books were added to the library’s collection recently. The books are prominently displayed at the 
front of the library. Take a few minutes and head up to the library to see what’s new! 



Drug-Free School and Campuses Regulations Report 
 
Name of Report:   Annual Drug-Free School and Campuses Regulations Report 
Required by:   Institute of Higher Education (IHE) 
Office Responsible:   Dean of Students 
Date Due:    October 15 
How often submitted:  Annually 
Date presented to Students: January 12, 2024 and August 16, 2024 during orientation for all 

students 



employment by a liquor control licensee, or wine or beer permittee under this chapter.” (Code of 
Iowa, Section 123.47) (Student Handbook #111, 1.1) 
 
In accord with the Iowa Code, students of the legal age (21 years of age and older) may drink 
alcoholic beverages. To sell or give or otherwise provide a person under the legal age with 
alcoholic beverages is prohibited. (Student Handbook #111, 1.2) 
 
The consumption of alcoholic beverages is limited to the recreation area: Pour House, student 
lounge, Arkfeld House lounge, and Megan Hall lounge. (Student Handbook #111, 1.4) 
 
Using or storing alcohol in student dorms is not permitted. Alcohol is not permitted in the 
kitchen or dining room except during special events when permission has been granted by the 
Dean of Students (Student Handbook #801.6).  
 
Alcohol is not permitted in any other areas unless permission is granted by the Dean of Students. 
(Student Handbook #111, 1.5) 
 
The use of alcoholic beverages does not excuse one from respect towards others, towards the 
property of others, or towards a general atmosphere of quiet in the dorms. (Student Handbook 
#111, 1.7) 
 
The preceding guidelines are to be considered an integral part of formation for a mature 
Christian and for someone considering the religious, missionary vocation. They are intended to 
encourage both responsible enjoyment of alcohol and a gradual self-mastery as well. (Student 
Handbook #111, 1.8) 
 
The College does not allow student drivers to drink alcohol or use illegal drugs and drive College 
cars. The College may conduct random drug/alcohol tests if a student appears to be under the 
influence of any kind of drug. (Student Handbook #804.4) 
         
Health Risks Associated with Alcohol and Other Drugs (AOD) Abuse 
 
Drugs are chemicals that affect the body and brain. Different drugs can have different effects. 
Drugs can change how the brain works and interfere with a person’s ability to make choices, 
leading to intense cravings and compulsive drug use. Consequently, this behavior can turn into a 
substance dependency, or drug addiction. The risks of drug use can range from changes in 
appetite, wakefulness, heart rate, blood pressure, heart attack, stroke, psychosis, overdose, 
mental illness, heart or lung disease, cancer, and even death. 
  



can assist with AOD counseling for students and employees and can make referral as needed. 
There also are other programs available nearby and nationwide. A number of resources are listed 
below.  
 
Campus Resource 
 
Fr. Sam Cunningham     (563) 876-3057 ext. 232 
SVD - 



Biennial Report  
Drug-Free School and Campus Regulations 

October 2024 
 
The Biennial Review 
 
The Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act (FSCA) and Part 86 of the Department of 
Education’s General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR Part 86), requires Divine Word College 
to report on its drug and alcohol abuse education and prevention program.  d
[(to)2 s1 n4 (tiv)4 (,9/MCID 8 >>BDiv)/TT2 5.8f
-c 0.003 Tw 6.5.83 0 d
[(to)D ( Hi-8 (Gse)-1 t)4 (ole)3a

http://www.dwci.edu/


Education and Prevention 
 
The Dean of Students and Formation Committee continue to educate students through 
presentations to formation groups and the student body on alcohol and drugs.  The College has 
procedures in place and assistance is available should an issue arise.   
 
The College contracts with Vector Solutions Online Training Center to provide webinar training 
sessions to students, faculty and staff.  The College assigns required webinars for all students 
and employees each semester.  These webinars have included topics such as Drug Free 
Workplace, Alcohol Awareness for Students, Student Drug & Alcohol Abuse, to name a few. 
  
The College employs a College Counselor who is always on campus during the academic year, 
should any student, faculty or staff member need assistance. 
 
Approved: (December 11, 2024)  
 
Copies of these reports are filed in the Dean of Students Office and available upon request. 
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