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MAGA – What is Greatness?
One of the Super Bowl commercials caught my attention. It poses 
the question: What is Greatness? Without a doubt, it is intended as a 
commentary on the slogan of President Trump’s administration: Make 
America Great Again.

The background music features Johnny Cash singing a song from 1990 
– Depeche Mode’s “Personal Jesus.” The still images of the commercial 
show people reaching out to folks who are in need.  

The closing screen of the commercial states simply: Jesus showed us 
what greatness really is. How do you think Jesus showed true greatness?  

For me, a missionary, I especially see greatness in the ways that Jesus 
reached out in friendship to those who were not from his home town, 
or even from his own people. I think of four of the most remarkable 
�P�R�P�H�Q�W�V�����W�K�H���D�P�D�]�H�G���6�D�P�D�U�L�W�D�Q���Z�R�P�D�Q���D�W���-�D�F�R�E�¶�V���Z�H�O�O�����W�K�H���I�D�L�W�K���¿�O�O�H�G��
Roman centurion in Capernaum, the Samaritan leper returning to give 
thanks, and the pagan Syrophoenician woman insistently begging for her 
daughter to be healed. Jesus also taught others to reach out beyond the 
boundaries of family and nation. In response to a question, “who is my 
neighbor?” he told the amazing story of the Good Samaritan who went out 
of his way to help a victim of assault and robbery. 

Recently, Vice President J.D. Vance spoke about how Christian love 
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�3�X�W�W�L�Q�J���D�V�L�G�H���9�D�Q�F�H�¶�V���U�K�H�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���À�R�X�U�L�V�K��
about hating one’s fellow citizens, 
does it seem to you that Vance may be 
trying to limit charity rather than to 
organize it? A contemporary proverb 
says, “Charity starts at home.” But, 
as a nation, we might be in danger of 
turning that wisdom into, “Charity 
stays at home.” St. Thomas Aquinas 
commented on whether our care for 
others should be limited to one’s own 
family and people. He wrote: 

�³�>�:�@�H���R�X�J�K�W���L�Q���S�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���E�H�V�W�R�Z���R�Q���H�D�F�K���R�Q�H���V�X�F�K���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���D�V���S�H�U�W�D�L�Q���W�R���W�K�H���P�D�W�W�H�U���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K�����V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J��
simply, he is most closely connected with us, and yet this may vary according to the various requirements 
of time, place, or matter in hand: Because in certain cases one ought, for instance, to succor a stranger, in 
extreme necessity, rather than one’s own father, if he is not in such urgent need.” (Summa, Part II-II, q. 31.3)

https://hegetsus.com/en/articles/interview-how-did-jesus-actually-show-us-true-greatness
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Ms. Kimberly Burnett-Hackbarth Appointed Director of 
Institutional Assessment
Ms. Kimberly Burnett-Hackbarth has been serving as Registrar for Divine Word College 
�V�L�Q�F�H���������������+�H�U���F�D�O�P�����F�R�X�U�W�H�R�X�V���D�Q�G���K�H�O�S�I�X�O���P�D�Q�Q�H�U���Z�L�W�K���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����V�W�D
u���D�Q�G���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�R�U�V��
�K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���L�Q���P�R�P�H�Q�W�V���Z�K�H�Q���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�V���R�Y�H�U���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���U�H�J�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U��
classes can seem like near-chaos. 

Kimberly, along with other DWC administrators, participated in the four-year Institutional 
�$�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���$�F�D�G�H�P�\���R
u�H�U�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���+�L�J�K�H�U���/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����6�K�H���K�D�V���P�D�G�H���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W��
contributions to the new program for Academic Assessment. 

�,�Q���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���'�U�����-�R�V�K�X�D���<�R�X�Q�J�����9�3���I�R�U���$�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���$
u�D�L�U�V�����D�Q�G���)�U�����7�X�D�Q���+�R�D�Q�J���6�9�'����
VP for Formation and Student Life, I appoint Ms. Kimberly Burnett-Hackbarth as Director 
�R�I���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���$�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�����7�K�L�V���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�P�H�Q�W���L�V���H
u�H�F�W�L�Y�H���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\�����7�K�D�Q�N�V���W�R���.�L�P�E�H�U�O�\��
�I�R�U���K�H�U���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���À�H�[�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���L�Q���W�D�N�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H�V�H���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�V���V�K�H���Z�L�O�O��
also continue in her role as Registrar.

�'�U�����<�D�V�P�L�Q���5�L�R�X�[�����Z�K�R���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���Y�H�U�\���D�G�P�L�U�D�E�O�\���D�V���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���'�:�&���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I��
Institutional Assessment, will be resigning from Divine Word College at the end of this 
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Last Week of  
Faculty Evaluations
With Round 4, we are entering the last 
week of faculty evaluations of signature 

https://www.amazon.com/Behind-Frets-Advice-Aspiring-Musicians/dp/B0DTVVLFRY/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1Z0EBLJGBYK8K&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.3u2DDQtdiBDf4ri8oMouoDLbRaC6_zWqyCb-XWHea8tRf4ZQquPDyWz3zWI7MwQ7EwgUx3J3z1viXgIPkhZM4lcClAYmMopB0e2bbdAOTStJNvfRiP0WpqI_1crm5_FO0BXUJArNSiRE2VDHGiDsQIDu7LasFs_Cimb_J4rWteWTZwPEGHXF9BXWk1rK1jUdoxHOuL44LWy76oMI8Zc9zB04AP0LITmFL-xxl13Iwyo.DuTkWTyr7aVPQiSdkccyu9e_tEAXi0o9mCrrq9wXBCE&dib_tag=se&keywords=behind+frets&qid=1738177718&sprefix=behind+frets%2Caps%2C121&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Behind-Frets-Advice-Aspiring-Musicians/dp/B0DTVVLFRY/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1Z0EBLJGBYK8K&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.3u2DDQtdiBDf4ri8oMouoDLbRaC6_zWqyCb-XWHea8tRf4ZQquPDyWz3zWI7MwQ7EwgUx3J3z1viXgIPkhZM4lcClAYmMopB0e2bbdAOTStJNvfRiP0WpqI_1crm5_FO0BXUJArNSiRE2VDHGiDsQIDu7LasFs_Cimb_J4rWteWTZwPEGHXF9BXWk1rK1jUdoxHOuL44LWy76oMI8Zc9zB04AP0LITmFL-xxl13Iwyo.DuTkWTyr7aVPQiSdkccyu9e_tEAXi0o9mCrrq9wXBCE&dib_tag=se&keywords=behind+frets&qid=1738177718&sprefix=behind+frets%2Caps%2C121&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Wisdom-Bonaventures-Hexaemeron-Philosophical-Theological/dp/0813239044/ref=sr_1_1?crid=15JJDXA0HUOD5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.yEsbneH8uzNMr2SH_DK-OQ.xp3I6oFA3xW2eES0s_rPncvfAzungG56B5mWGZdWefo&dib_tag=se&keywords=Wisdom+in+Bonaventure%27s+Hexaemeron+Philosophical+Problems%2C+Theological+Solutions&qid=1739295574&sprefix=wisdom+in+bonaventure%27s+hexaemeron+philosophical+problems%2C+theological+solutions%2Caps%2C218&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Wisdom-Bonaventures-Hexaemeron-Philosophical-Theological/dp/0813239044/ref=sr_1_1?crid=15JJDXA0HUOD5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.yEsbneH8uzNMr2SH_DK-OQ.xp3I6oFA3xW2eES0s_rPncvfAzungG56B5mWGZdWefo&dib_tag=se&keywords=Wisdom+in+Bonaventure%27s+Hexaemeron+Philosophical+Problems%2C+Theological+Solutions&qid=1739295574&sprefix=wisdom+in+bonaventure%27s+hexaemeron+philosophical+problems%2C+theological+solutions%2Caps%2C218&sr=8-1
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•	 Purchase of hybrid vehicles for college use.

•	 Implementation of food waste reduction programs. (encore dishes and recycling oils) 

•	 Consistent recycling of cans and bottles.

•	 Recycling of used batteries.

•	 Robust recycling programs for aluminum, paper and cardboard.

Present and Future Initiatives:
Building on these successes, we are currently focused 
on the following initiatives:

•	 Boiler E ciency: We are exploring options to 
�L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���W�K�H���H
v�F�L�H�Q�F�\���R�I���R�X�U���E�R�L�O�H�U���V�\�V�W�H�P���W�R��
reduce both energy consumption and greenhouse 
gas emissions.

•	 Air
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Introducing the DWC Welcome Packet!
Visitors to Divine Word College now have a colorful and engaging way 
to learn more about our community! The new DWC Welcome Packet is 
designed to introduce guests to the college, whether they’re here for a visit, 
attending an event, or simply interested in knowing more about us.

Each packet includes key information about DWC, including our history, 
current community statistics, and other interesting details. Plus, it’s 
�F�X�V�W�R�P�L�]�D�E�O�H�²�\�R�X���F�D�Q���D�G�G���E�U�R�F�K�X�U�H�V�����S�U�D�\�H�U���F�D�U�G�V�����R�U���D�Q�\���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F��
materials you’d like to share. If you’d like to pick up a Welcome Packet, 
�W�K�H�\���D�U�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���I�U�R�P���(�[�W�H�U�Q�D�O���$
u�D�L�U�V�����:�H���K�R�S�H���W�K�L�V���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���K�H�O�S�V���P�D�N�H��
every visitor’s experience at DWC even more meaningful!

Need a Flyer, Invitation, Card or Slide? Give PR 48 Hours!

�7�K�H���3�5���W�H�D�P���O�R�Y�H�V���K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���\�R�X���F�U�H�D�W�H���H�\�H���F�D�W�F�K�L�Q�J���À�\�H�U�V�����S�R�V�W�H�U�V�����D�Q�G��
dining room slides to spread the word about your events. To ensure we have 
enough time to do our best work, we now ask for at least 48 hours’ notice for 
all design requests. This gives us time to put together a great design, make 
any needed tweaks, and ensure everything looks just right. Last-minute 
requests might not be possible, so please plan ahead! Got a project in mind? 
�5�H�D�F�K���R�X�W���W�R���W�K�H���3�5���W�H�D�P�²�Z�H�¶�U�H���K�D�S�S�\���W�R���K�H�O�S��

Sandy Wilgenbusch, Emily Shedek and Jenna Gibson

Franciscan Voice Podcast: Honoring Black 
Catholic History
February is Black History Month, a time to especially recognize and honor 
the contributions of Black Christians to the Church all year long. In the latest 
episode of the Franciscan Voice Podcast, Friar Douglas McMillan, OFM 
�&�R�Q�Y�������V�K�D�U�H�V���L�Q�V�L�J�K�W�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���O�L�Y�H�V���R�I���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���¿�J�X�U�H�V���L�Q���%�O�D�F�N���&�D�W�K�R�O�L�F��
history. The JPIC Council encourages you to take the time to engage with 
this important conversation. Click here to listen.

https://soundcloud.com/user-286084615/sets/black-catholic-history?si=ffaf768e8fba4128be5b27b346f04908&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing&eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=fcd19f17-22b8-4d43-bfd8-4431c914e81c
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Black History Month Library Display

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/2025/01/national-black-history-month-2025/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/2025/01/national-black-history-month-2025/
https://ford.blogs.archives.gov/2024/02/01/recognition-of-black-history-month/
https://libguides.dbq.edu/dubuquecountyreads/2025

